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AppL No. 09/874,563 

Amendments to t he Claims 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 (Currently amended) A method for outputting rocommondod prcforonces t o be 
executed on a computer system, wherein the computer system Includes a processor, a 
database, a first input device and an output device, and wherein the database includes 
a plurality of datafiies each containing a plurality of predetermined preferences, the 
method comprising: 

acoeptinct -receivina signals from the first input device te-tfiaLindicate at iQa^t P"e 
2la plurality of user preferences; 

comparing at least a subset of the user preferences against the plurality of 
datafiies in the database to identify matching datafiies. each matching dataflle 
containing preferences matching at least a threshold number of the indicated user 
preferences; 

selecting preferences from the identified datafiies, wherein the selected 
preferences do not match the user preferences; and 

outputting, via the output device, the selected preferences. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the preferences comprise artists' 
names. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein the preferences comprise movie titles. 

4. (Cunrently amended) The method of daim 1 , wherein the computer system 
further includes a data communications networi<i and a second aseF-input device, 
wherein the processor, database, second usep-input device and the.output device are 
coupled to the network, and wherein the first and second «seFinput devices are 
remotely located from each other, 

5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein selecting preferences 
further comprises: 
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for each non-matching preference in the Identified datafiles, detemiining a 
number of other preferences in the identified datafiles that nr^atch the non-matching 
preference and assigning the detemnined number to the preference; and 

selecting one or more non-matching preferences with the highest assigned 
numbers, 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein the number of preferences in a 
datafile is limited to 10, and wherein the first threshold number Is 5, 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 5, wherein the number of 
preferences in a datafile is limited to 10, and wherein only those unmatching 
preferences that also appear in 50% or more of the identified data files are selected. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Cun-ently amended) A method for recommending music selections based on a 
user's preferred music selections, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of associated music selections in a database; 

QCGopting receivina signals from an input device te -that indicate a plurality of a 
user's preferred music selections; 

determining that a number of the prefenred music selections match with the 
Plurality of associated music selections in the database; 

detemiining a number of unmatched associated music selections in the 
database; and 

outputting. via an output device, the unmatched associated music selections. 

10. (Previously presented) An apparatus for recommending music selections based 
on a user's preferred music selections, the apparatus comprising: 

a computer system including a database; 

means for storing a plurality of associated music selections in the database; 
means for accepting signals from a user input device to indicate a plurality of a 
user's preferred music selections; 
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means for determining that a number of the prefen-ed music selections match 
with the associated music selections in the database; and 

means for determining a number of unmatched associated music selections in 
the database. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for outputting an ordered list of recommended 
objects based on an input object, the method comprising: 

storing pairs of ranl<ed objects in a database; 

assigning a ranking number to each of the pairs of ranked objects and storing 
the ranking number in association with the pair; 

acoopting receiving_ signals from an input device te-that_indicate an object; 

using a processor to find occurrences of the indicatedseteeted object in the pairs 
of ranked objects; 

for each pair in which the indicated s ele ct e d ^biect occurs, detemiining a non- 
matching object in the pair that does not match the Indicateds otect e d object; 

ordering non-matching objects into a list according to the ranking number for the 
pair that the non-matching object belongs to; and 

outputting the list as an ordered list of recommended objects, 

12. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein each object comprises 
an artist's name. 

1 3. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein each object comprises 
a title of a movie. 

14. (Cun-ently amended) An apparatus for outputting an ordered list of 
recommended objects based on an input object, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor; 

a database accessible to the processor; 

pairing means for storing pairs of ranked objects in the database; 
ranking means for assigning a ranking number to each of the pairs of ranked 
objects and storing a given ranking number in association with a given stored pair; 
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input means fnr i nT "r'"0 ''io"''''^'^^i^^i"° an Indication from a human user te 
that indicates a selected object; 

finding means for finding occurrences of the selected object In the pairs of 

ranlced objects; 

detennining means for detemilning, for each pair, an object in the pair that does 

not match the selected object; 

ordering means for ordering non-matching objects into a list according to the 
ranl<ing number for the pair that the non-matching object belongs to; and 

output means for outputting the list as an ordered list of recommended objects. 

1 5. (Currently amended) In a multi-user computer system that provides user access 
to a database of objects, a method of recommending objects to a use r^mputgr , the 
method comprising: 

goncroting on tho romotc? computor. a data ptructuro which f to roo group i ngs of 
objooto l<nown to bo of I nteroot to a commun i ty of usors - 

identifying on athe remote computer, a first set of objects determined to be of 
interest to a first nsa r the first set of objec ts identlfiiBd from a oluralitv of objects 
determined to he of Interest to a community of use rs and represented bv one or more 
data strvictures ; 

^^j ^q a processor to accessing the one or more data structure s on tho remot e 
computor to identify at least one or moro oorrooponding s ets of objects having at least a 
threshold m ooouro of similarities in common with the first set of objects; 

generating a combined set of objects from the identified at least one or more 
oorrospondtng sets of objects; and 

providina- transmitUnq t o the user computer, at l oQot ono of t he combined set of 

objects. 

16. (Previously presented) The method of claim 15, wherein a copy of the first set of 
objects is contained within the data structure. 

1 7. (Cun-ently amended) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the dat a b aoo of objects 
comprise© a plurality of digital audio selections. 
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1 8. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 5. wherein the first set of objects 
are identified based upon user Input. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 5, wherein accessing the oQSizr 
more data structures to identify at least one or more oon-oopondin g s ets of objects 
conta i ning cimi i ar i tioo with tho f i rst cot of objocf^ c omprises accessing the one or mor^ 
data stmctures to identify at least one e r moro corr e spond i ng -sets of objects having at 
least some dissimilarities with respect to the first set of objects. 

21-24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently amended) A machine readable medium having stored thereon 
machine executable instnjctions, which when executed operate to implement a method 
comprising: 

g enerat i ng a d a ta otaicturo which ctorec group i ngs of objpctc i w own to b e of 
i ntoroot to a community of us e rs - 

identifying a first set of objects detemilned to be o f interest to a first use r jh e first 
set of objects Identified from a plurality of ob ierta determined to be of interest to a 
community of users and represented b v one or more data stmctures; 

accessing the one or more d ata stmctures to identify at least one or mo fe 
con-ccponding ^ctc of objects having at least a threshold moasure o f similarities in 
common with the first set of objects; 

generating a combined set of objects from the identified at least one gmt»©fo 
corrocponding sets of objects; and 

pm>riri i nr| nt Innct ono of disolavinq t he combined set of objects. 

26. (Previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 25, wherein a 
copy of the first set of objects is contained within the data structure. 
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27. (Previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 25. wherein said 
objects comprise a plurality of digital audio selections. 

28. (Previously presented) The machine readable medium of claim 25. wherein the 
first set of objects are identified based upon user Input. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently amended) The machine readable medium of claim 25, wherein 
accessing the one or more d ata structures te-i4e»t ify one or moro corrosp o nding sots of 
objcctc containing nimilnriti"'- thn firrt mt of oh|prtR-comprise5 accessing the one 
or more data stmctures to identify at least o ne or moro con-osponding sets of objects 
having at least some dissimilarities with respect to the first set of objects. 

31-35. (Canceled) 

36. (Previously presented) The method of claim 9, wherein determining that a 
number of the prefen-ed music selections match with the associated music selections in 
the database comprises detemining that a number of preferred digital audio music 
titles match digital audio music titles stored In the database. 

37. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 0, further comprising means for 
outputting the unmatched associated music selections. 

38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the recommended 
objects comprise artists' names. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21 , wherein a copy of the first set of 
objects is contained within the data structure. 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21 , wherein the database of objects 
comprises a plurality of digital audio selections. 
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41 . (Previously presented) The method of daim 21 , wherein the first set of objects 
are identified based upon user input. 

42. (Currently amended) In a multi-user computer system that provides user access 
to a database of objects, a method of recommending objects to a user, the method 
comprising: 

generating on a*e remote computer, a data stmcture which stores groupings of 
objects known to be of interest to a community of users; 

identifying un the romotr:' rompiitor, a first set of objects that are known to be of 

interest to a first user; 

using a processor to accessing the data stmcture o ft- tho romoto computer t o 
identify at least o ne or more corTocpon clI n g s ets of objects having et least a threshold 
mcjcuro of similarities in common with the first set of objects; and 

providingT to atiw user computer, at least a subset of the at least one G*4hfr«fle 
or more corrooponding s ets of objects. 

43. (Currently amended) The method of claim 42, wherein accessing the data structure 
to identify at least one or more corrocponding-sete of objects contCTning cimi l arit i eff wit^ 
tho firot oot of objeGte-comprises accessing the data structure to identify at least o ne sf 
morooomaopondingsets of objects having at least some dissimilanties with respect to 
the first set of objects. 

44. (Currently amended) The method of claim 42, wherein the d ataboco of objects 
comprises a plurality of digital audio selections. 
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